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IEC Members are National Committees
Membership: one member per country
Total members: 68, of which 17 are Associate members

To increase participation of developing nations: IEC 
Affiliate Country Programme (75 countries).

Types of Participation
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NC Participation in IEC TCs/SCs
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History of the Affiliate Programme

In 2001 IEC had stable membership (since 1906!), 
but membership requirements was deterring 
developing countries

World Trade Organization was looking for ways “to 
ensure effective participation of Members, and 
particularly of developing country Members in 
[international standardization organizations] 
activities.”

The IEC found a unique approach to ensuring that 
participation



09/07/2007 UPDEA Affiliates 6

WTO backs the IEC

WTO Director General Mike Moore in 2001:
“The WTO TBT Agreement encourages WTO 
Members to use international standards and to 
participate in their preparation...I welcome the 
creation of the IEC Affiliate Country Programme
which could offer a means to increase 
participation of developing countries in the 
elaboration of IEC standards.”
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A Unique Approach

Affiliate commitment to use International Standards
No participation fee, no right to vote, not a form of 
membership
100% electronic environment/correspondence
200 free IEC International Standards for adoption
Selection of 10 technical fields and access to 
working documents
Guidance on IEC CA schemes
Attendance to TC meetings during GM
A secretariat, a website, a leader
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http://www.iec.ch/affiliates
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A new leader

Affiliate Leader: Carlos Rodríguez
Executive director of Instituto de Normas 
Técnicas de Costa Rica (INTECO)

Voice of Affiliates within IEC 

Back-up from Affiliate Secretariat to
Enhance participation and adoption of standards
Present common position for Affiliates 
Guidance on Conformity Assessment

Regular dialogue with Affiliates (Newsletter)
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AffiliateAffiliate NewsletterNewsletter
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Conformity Assessment issue

“Recognizing that developing countries may 
encounter special difficulties in the formulation and 
application of technical regulations and standards 
and procedures for assessment of conformity with 
technical regulations and standards, and desiring to 
assist them in their endeavours in this regard.”

CAB Guide
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CA Guide for AffiliatesCA Guide for Affiliates
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Ensure any national or regional regulations call for 
the relevant IEC CA scheme certificate or approval

Ensure purchasing & tender documents call for IEC 
CA scheme certificates in order to prove compliance 
with IEC International Standards

Keep up to date with latest IEC CA scheme 
developments and service offering

Contact the relevant IEC CA scheme secretariat for 
assistance

How can Affiliate Countries use IEC 
CA Schemes?
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IEC Assistance in conformity 
assessment

WTO/TBT Different approaches to conformity 
assessment (Geneva)

CA Guidelines for Affiliates: French version 07

On line guidance

CA workshop during GM
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Results - Using IEC standards 

Use of Standards: 6800 in use by 51 countries

In Africa
3180 IEC International Standards 
Used in 25 countries
11 countries still not using the Affiliate Country 
Programme
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Africa best sellers

Cables (IEC 60227)

Switches for household installations (IEC 60669)

Plugs and sockets (IEC 60884)

Lead-acid batteries (IEC 60095)

Primary batteries  (IEC 60086)

Electrical installations of buildings (IEC 60364)

Power transformers (IEC 60076)

Electric cables Conduits for electrical installations (IEC 60614)

Insulating materials of electric and optical cables (IEC 60811)

Test methods for electric cables (IEC 60885)
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Results - Adopting IEC standards 

Adoption: Key issue in 2006
March 2006: 208 in 8 countries
March 2007: 2146 in 25 countries
Adoptions on line: http://www.iec.ch/affiliates

In Africa
1100 IEC IS used as national standards
13 countries

http://www.iec.ch/affiliates
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IEC Adoptions in Africa

Benin 170 Nigeria 57

Botswana 56 Rwanda 33

Congo DRC 52 Senegal 8

Côte d’Ivoire 48 Sierra Leone 27

Ethiopia 196 Uganda 110

Ghana 131 Zimbabwe 5

Malawi 200



09/07/2007 UPDEA Affiliates 19

Declaration of Adoption
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Adopted Standard: Malawi
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Adopted standard: CONGO DRC
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Results - Participation in IEC 
technical work

Access to specific technical committees: 27
Eritrea questions on IEC 60027/TC20

Access to documents: 220 Affiliate experts with 
passwords 

Africa: 95 in 21 countries

Affiliate delegation attending TC meetings during 
General Meeting

13 delegates attended 19 TC meetings
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Most popular work in Africa

TC 61: Safety of household equipment 

TC 20: Electric cables

TC 23: Electrical accessories

TC 17: Switchgear and controlgear

TC 34: Lamps

TC 59: Performance of household electrical 
appliances

TC 64: Protection against electric shock

TC 82: Solar photovoltaic energy systems
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Other fields of interest in Africa

TC 35: Primary cells and batteries

TC15: Solid electrical insulating materials

TC32: Fuses

TC81: Lightning protection

TC66: Safety of measuring, control and laboratory 
equipment

TC 14: Power transformers
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International Cooperation

Joint Committee on
co-ordination of technical assistance to Developing 
Countries in Metrology, Accreditation and 
Standardization
(JCDCMAS)

Building corresponding technical infrastructures to 
support sustainable development and trade in 
developing countries and countries in transition
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JCDCMAS Members

Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM)
International Accreditation Forum (IAF)
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC)
International Laboratory Accreditation Co-operation (ILAC)
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
International Trade Centre – UNCTAD / WTO (ITC)
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau of ITU (ITU-T)
International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML)
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
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Potential springboard to membership

2004: Kazakhstan

2005: Macedonia, Kenya

2006: Nigeria

2007: Cuba

Request from Zambia
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IEC family: 143 countries
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AFRICA
Angola
Benin
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
Chad
Comoros
Congo
Congo DRC
Côte d'Ivoire
Djibouti
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Ghana
Gabon
Guinea
Guinea Bissau
Gui.Equatorial

Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Rwanda
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Togo
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

36 Affiliates and 5 potential ones
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African national electrotechnical
committees

IEC Members: Egypt, Kenia, Nigeria, South Africa and Tunisia

In Affiliate countries
Côte d’Ivoire
Ghana
Niger
Senegal
Sierra Leone

On the way
Algeria
Uganda
Madagascar
Zimbabwe
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Objectives 2007-2008

More national electrotechnical committees
Leader commitment to increase technical 
participation
Familiarization in Asia-Pacific 
Latin America Regional Centre
Monitoring AFSEC
Training on a regional basis
Near future: a regional centre in Africa
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Conclusion

IEC not just an organization but a family and a 
partner

Electrotechnology a growing part of world trade, 
underpinned by international standards

IEC International Standards and Conformity 
Assessment Schemes facilitate trade

Affiliate Programme is operational but remains 
flexible

Participation means real benefits



IEC Affiliate Country 
Programme is making a 
difference

Any questions?
Thank you
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